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FIRST LORD OF THE TREASURY, Sc. &9c. 


! 


WOOD R 


SIR, 


1 Shall make no apology in claiming your protection for the following Letters, 
The records of the Duke of Portland's dereliction of the Cauſe of the People, 
muſt be very acceptable to you, who have incurred ſo much odium by the deſer- 
tion of your own Political Principles. With the Duke of Richmond on the one hand, 
and the Duke of Portland on the other, ſupported thus by the two moſt noble and 
most notorious Apoſtates in the Cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, you may well hope 
to bring inconſiſtency into faſhion, and to make an imitation of your early con- 
duct, a ſufficient ground for a charge of High Treaſon. But as it has lately ap- 
peared, that your Memory had failed you, I will not attempt to bring backe to your 
recollection your former principles: I only wiſh it may enable you to remember 
the recent trials, as I hope to ſhew how ſtrongly they demonſtrate the neceſſity 
of a Reform in the Repreſentation, W the aſſertion of the Judges 
to the contrary. 

It is contended by the enemĩes of Reform, that the acquittal of Meſſrs. 
Hardy, Tooke, Thelwall, &c. is a proof of the excellent ſtate of our conſtitution, 
and how unneceſſary it is to make any political improvement This is an infer. 
ence ſo falſe, that I am aſtoniſhed it has not been publicly expoſed. The Houſe 
of Commons, on the credit of Adminiftration, drew up the Bill of Indictment 
againſt thoſe men, and in fact, though not in form, pronounced them guilty of 
High Treaſon. A number of juries, truly repreſenting the Commons of the 
Ae however, pronounced them innocent; and by their verdict, proved, that 
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Parliament rather thought with the Goverament than with the Nation ; that the 

AH : Members of the Houſe of Commons ns voted, almoſt unanimoully, contrary to the 
. Public Public Opinion, and conſequently th: that "they did net te repreſent the people o on 
2. 7 47 that que queſtion, If it is therefore a principle of the Britiſh Conſtitution that the. 
1 people ſhall be repreſented, as every authority affirms it is, then thoſe trials are 

. ri inc ntrovertible evidence of the neceffity of Parliamentary Reform. To main- 
A tain the contrary is to argue againſt the plaineſt common ſenſe. To aſcribe excel- 


lence to the Huule of Commons for its miſtakes, if not miſconduct, is abſurd ; 

Fa a4 aA — but it is a mode of reaſoning by which that Body may be proved moſt excel- 

So lent. If the miſtakes and miſconduct of Parliaments are to be admitted as 

hes, a4 

proofs of their perfection, then Reform ought to be refisted, for our Repreſenta- 

fr ef 4, tive ſystem will be found to be complete. "The acquittals proved the GENERAL 

2. excellence of the Constitution indeed: they proved the bleſſings of a Trial by 

Jury in contradistinction ta the miſchiefs af Rattan Boroughs and Corruption. 

It was the triumph of a ſound, over an unſound part of the Constitution, and 

4 ought to make Engluhmen as tenacious in en the one, as active to pro- 
GA POW 7 cure a Reform of the other. 

But Sir, it is not my inten ĩon to dwell on the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, 
| nor to ſhew that by indicting the late State Priſoners without just grounds of accuſa- 
tion, you have gived them a degree of Popularity and conſequently of power, 
which, if they are falſe traitors, as they: have been repreſented, must be highly 
alarming to the ſincere Friends of the Constitution. But though the ſubject of 
Reform has been rendered particularly important by theſe events, I will diſmiſs i it 

for one still more immediately interesting, the War. 
While you confined yourſelf to Schemes of Fi inance, you preſerved your popu- 
Jarity, for you was ſucceſsful in deceiving the People. Your interference in con- 
_ tinental politics, and more eſpecially your conduct as a War Miniſter, have long 
ruined your reputation, and now threaten the ruin of this country. The luſt of 
dominion, and the duplicity of our NATURAL Ally, the King of Pruffia, have 
undone you, and involved Europe in calamity. Vain of the Treaty you con- 
tracted with him in 1788, which is highly diſadvantageous to this country, you 
regarded him as your military Mentor, and readily became his eaſy tool. In the 
diſputes with Holland and with 2 4 you had ſhewn an alacrity i in arming, 
which, though it has ſince brought you into ridicule, obtained for you, at that 
time, a reputation for vigour, and a character for warmth, which the Court of 
Ferlin expected to malte ſubſervient to its ambitious views. His Pruffian Ma- 
jetty had long coveted Daktzic and Thorn, and the diſtricts which ſurround them: 3 
and he refuſed to conſent to the ceſſion of Oczako to the Emprefs, unleſs they 
were joined to his dominions. In this, neither Catharine nor Auſtria would 
agree 3 ; and it was then that Frederick ſtin. ulated you to repreſent Oczakow as of 


more importance to the Balance of Power in Europe, than you now think the 
whole of Poland 3 then you endeavoured to involve this country in a war, ro 
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n the Houſe of i but that Prince ſcen found you to be a 
mere bully; he turned from you in diſguſt, and courted the friendſhip of the 
Courts of Petzrsburgh and Vienna, as he knew it was in their power to gratify” 
his wiſhes; and finding the latter wholly occupied in projects of reſtcring the 
ancient French Monarchy, and re-uniting -\ Iface and Lorraine to the Empire, he 

ntered into its views, in order that it might favour his. Poland was then doomed 
to the mercileſs fangs of Catharine and Frederick ; it was then agreed that 
B:yaria ſhould be united to the dominions of Auſtria; that the French provinces 
on the Rhine ſhould be reſtored to the Empire, and that many other atrocious 
robberies ſhould be committed, which, for the fake of royalty, are wiſely 
concealed. 

No ſooner were the terms of this infamous conſpiracy ſettled, than the Courts 
ef Berlin and Petersburgh became impatient for the rupture with France, becauſe 
that was to be the prelude to their plunder in Poland. Catharine and Frederick, 
ſent the moſt inflammatory Manifeſtoes to the Court of Vienna, againſt the 
French ; but though they were aided by the Quixote of Sweden, anticipating 
his laurels as Generaliflimo, they did not ſucceed with the prudent Leopold, 
who, it has been ſcandalouſly aſſerted in the French Convention, was poiſoned 
by the Deſpots of the North, to make way for the intemperate Francis, that he 
might provoke hoſtilitics. In the beginning of the war, his Pruflian Majeſty, 
by the number of the troops he led againſt F rance, and his perſonal activity, 
ſhewed himſelf TRE PRINCIPAL in the alliance. He ſoon fulfilled the con- 
ditions which were to authorize the partition of Poland. The Empreſs and him- 
ſelf ſeized the devoted diſtricts of that unhappy country, and, ever ſince, Fre- 
derick has gradually withdrawn from the conteſt with France, till, at laſt, he 
has refuſed to furniſh more than his contingent as a member of the 
Empire, which is, in fact, wITHDRAWING HIMSELF COMPLETELY, 
as King of Pruſſia; and, as to Catharine, ſhe never ſent a musket in 
the eauſe, Theſe two Powers have embroiled all Europe, that they might be 
ſuffered to plunder without interruption 5 and now they have ſatisfied their luſt 
of empire, by ravaging a rich country, and maſſacring a brave and loyal pe ple, 
they refuſe to move a man in the cauſe of (as we are told) Kings, of Govern- 
ments, of Religion, of Humanity, of Order, and even of Civil Society, and of 
God!—Yes !—Even fuch a cauſe they deſert, to count their depopulated acres 
in the bloody plains of Poland; and they laugh at the credulity and obſtinacy 
of the other Allies, whom they have deceived, and who are driving e 
to deſtruction. 

But though the King of Pruſſia could not ſucceed in involving us about 
Oczakow, he has at laſt drawn us into war for an object of equal importance to 
this country, the navigation of the Scheldt ; He wiſhed to have his robberies in 
Poland publicly ſanctioned by every power, and he knew that the Britiſh go- 


vernment would only dare to do it on the plea of the neceſſity of conniving at 


inferior dangers, when we were threatened by one fo terrible as a revolution on 
the principles of the French. The conqueſt of Holland, and the conſequent de 
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ſtruction of the Engliſh Conſtitution, were repreſented by the artful Frederick 
as inevitable, if we did not immediately join the combination againſt France. 
Our government enforced theſe arguments with vehemence; the people were 
alarmed and deluded, and our Miniſters ſuffered the Poliſh territories to be 
divided, without a murmur, becauſe they pretended we ought not to give 
offence to a principal Ally, leſt he ſhould withdraw from a cauſe on which 
depended our very exiſtence : his Pruſſian Majeſty, by this means, has obtained 


our concurrence in his robberies ; and, by the folly of our Cabinet, he has even 


ſucceeded in cheating us of our money. Other German Princes ſell the blood 


of their ſubjects, like men of honour 3 but, probably the conſcience of the 


Elector of Brandenburgh, while it permitted him to receive a ſubſidy, could not 
agree to endanger the lives of his ſoldiers. The HUMANE Catharine, and the 
wiſe Francis, are, no doubt, ready to enter into a ſimilar contract with us, and 
moſt probably they will execute it with equal punctuality. When we have 
ſquandered all the money we can raiſe, on treacherous Allies, then we may dif- 


cover our error; and I hope we ſhall be convinced of it before bankruptcy ſhall 


render a recovery impoſſible. | | 
The reſources of this country are, indeed, deemed al moſt inexhauſtible; but 


1 fear they are much over-rated. Lord Mornington, who is now buſy, finiſhing | 


his annual ſpeech, in which the Geneveſe Revolution, and the conduct of the 
French in Spain, are to be the prominent features, cajoled us at the opening of 
the laſt ſeſſions of Parliament, with the certainty of ſucceſs, as the armies and 
finances of France were unſound. But if we examine our own armies and our 
own finances, we ſhall find that Barrere might make as plauſible a report on their 
rinſoundneſs, as his Lordſhip did on the unſoundneſs of thoſe of France. How 
might he expatiate on the unſoundneſs of our armies, by painting the horrors of 
Mrs. Hannah's Dens; by thewing that our fellow-ſubje&s are ſecretly ſtolen 
from their fire-ſides and families, and forced to become ſoldiers ; | that to extort 
conſent and obedience, they are treated with unexampled cruelty by thoſe who 
trapan them, and that they even prefer daſhing their brains out on the pavement, 
to joining in our cauſe ? How, in ſhort, might he declaim on the unſoundneſs of 
our armies, by depi A ing what has lately been brought to light, of the iniquities 
praiſed in the crimping-houſes ? Nor would he want equal arguments to prove 
the unſoundneſs of our navy; fer, beſides enlarging on the ſyſtem of preſſing, 
he might tell, that lately, at Poole, the crew of a merchant- veſſel preferred 


being murdered by a preſs-gang, to ſerving their King; and, that the crew of 


another veſſel, laſt ſummer, off Hull, abandoned themſelves to certain death, 
that they deſired they might rather be ſhot than forced on board our flect ? Barrere 
might, in this manner, prove as much as Lord Mornington; and even our finan- 
cial reſources, like thoſe of France, might be depreciated. On this ſubject, how- 
ever, you have particularly prided yourſelf; the blindneſs and credulity of the 


people have been impoſed on by your illuſion ; and though propheſying that our 
national debt will ſoon overwhelm us, will, I know, be treated as a ſhallow pre- 
| dition 
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Action already made by Hume, and others, and proved, by experience, to be 
unfounded ; yet a comparative review of the ſtate of the funds, during the wars of 
the laſt half century, will ſhew their value to have gradually diminiſhed ; and, 
that judging of the future, by the paſt, we muſt conclude, a little more than 
another half century, will ſink the funds ſo low, that bankruptcy muſt follow z 
for, when men can receive a high intereſt for their money, they will not be troubled 
with trade ; and, when trade declines, taxes muſt fail, During the rebellion in 
1745, the three per cent. conſolidated annuities never were lower than 86, though 
the alarm for the ſafety of our government, exceeded any that has been fince 
felt. In 1760, after a five years war againſt the Houſe of Bourbon, and, 
after funding 23, ooo, oool. they were at 79. In the end of January 1778, after 
a three years war, they were at 71; and, even in the November following, they 
were about 66; and, as 66 is fully their preſent value, a compariſon between the 
ſtate of our affairs at that time, and the ſtate of our affairs at this, will ſhew, that 
our funds, inſtead of being now at 64 1-half, ought to be at leaſt as high as they 
were in 1760: It will ſhew, that though nurſed by your wonDErPFUL | 
financial ſkill, they are comparatively 15 per cent. lower than during the pro- 
digal and reprobated Adminiſtration of Lord North. 

Before November 1778, we had made four campaigns ; at preſent, we have 
made only two 5—then America and France were actually at war with us; now 
we have to contend with France only; then all Europe was leagued againſt us, 
and the fubſequent hoſtility of Spain and Holland was plainly foreſeen ; now all 
the great Powers in Europe, except France, are our Allies; then we had been in 
an engagement with the French fleet, without proving decidedly ſuperior, for 
both ſides claimed the victory; now we have obtained the moſt brilliant victory 
over the French fleet ever known; then we had loſt extenſive and valuable colo- 
nies'; now we have gained colonies both rich and extenſive. Let the compariſcn 
be carried on as far as you pleaſe, and it will be found that the ſituation of the 
country ought to have been much more gloomy in November 1778 than in De- 
rember 1794, and yet the funds were higher! How will you account fur 
this ? Whether will you attribute it to your own miſmanagement, which has 
been ſo long concealed by a plauſible chicanery, or to the inevitable 
decay of our credit, occaſioned by the increaſe of our debt? I believe it pro- 
ceeds. from both. In every war, during this last half century, our funds 
have ſunk ten per cent. lower than they were in the fame circumstances of the 
war preceding; and this demonstrates that, if the ſame ſystem is purſued, the 
funds must in another half century fink ſo low that they will pay a greater inte- 
rest than trade. When this ſhall be the caſe, men will prefer lodging their 


* For a full and mast-rly deſcription of the advantages to cur commerce, 
manufactures and funds, which we have abanioned by entering into this war, 
ke the Earl of Lauderdale's Letters. F 
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money in the funds, where they have neither trouble nor riſk, to employing it in 
buſineſs ; commerce will decline, taxes will fail, burthens accumulate, and a 


Var will bring the whole ſystem to the ground. Any quack of a minister, in 


whom the people unfortunately cantide, may indeed, to blind them to ſome pro- 
voking instance of his incapacity and miſconduct, miſrepieſeut pur ſituation, and 
raiſe the funds to an unnatural height, as you, Sir, did three years ago to divert 
us from the remembrance of our national diſgrace incurred by your preſnmption 
and meanneſs in the diſpute about Oczakow ; but it 1s plain, that unleſs the arro- 
gance and folly of Miniſters are curbed, and ſome ſubſtantial plan of rapidly 
reducing our debt adopted, Barrere may with reaſon aſſert, our financial re- 
ſources to be more unſound than thoſe of France. a 
It is from a conviction of the hullowneſs of our credit, Sir, as much as from any 
other conſideration that I wiſh to fee peace re-establiſhed. I do not ſee any encourag- 
ing proſpects of it indeed, but that does not make it the leſs deſirable. The 
hopeleſſneſs of obtaining the objects of the War has induced wiſe men 
to expect Peace, but when they entertain ſuch an expectation they forget that 
wiſdom is a ſtranger to our councils. The King of Pruſſia may indeed be ſaid 
to have made peace with France, for as King of Pruſſia, he does not ſend a 
ſingle man againſt it; and it may even be doubted whether he is in alliance 
with the new Republic to diſtreſs this country, fince we find he deprives us of 
our money, and occaſions our defeat by diſappointing us of his troops. Aggran- 
dizement in the north is evidently the only object of Frederic and Catherine; 
and they have three good reaſons for not FokMALLY making peace with 
France. Their dominions are diſtant from the ſeat of war ; it is politic in them to 
encourage the Southern States to exhauſt and weaken themſelves, as that in fact 
makes thoſe in the North more powerful, and therefore it would not only be 
againft their intereſt, but it. would ſwell the odium excited by their duplicity and 
rapine, if they were to abandon the cauſe of Kings, Prieſts and Nobles by ac- 
knowleging the French Republic. | 
The tempers of the other powers in the Alliance give us ſtill leſs reaſon to 
expect tranquility, Some of the petty German Princes, indeed, declare a with 
for Peace, but they do ſo only from a hope of being excuſed from making greater 
exertions, and from a hope of alarming the zealots for the war into more vigour. 
They neither have obtained their object in the conteſt nor is their diſpoſition leſs 
hoſtile towards the French. It is not likely that the Spaniſh Monarch will for- 
give the death of his kinſman, and abandon the hopes of again raiſing up his 
fcrmidable ally and defender, on the firſt reverſe of fortune. Portugal is de- 
pendent on Spain, and all the Italian States are directed by the Emperor and 
England, If the French make Peace with Holland it will cnly be on condi- 
tion of expelling the Stadthelder, and forming a cloſe alliance with the Repub- 
lic, which is all they will probably do even if they conquer it. The powers then 
upon which the contest really depends, are Austria and England, The former 
as 
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has always ew a fincerity and ardour in the cauſe which convinees me the will 
nat abandon it till the very last; the latter is governed by inſolent men, with- 
out talents, vigour or conſistency, who are too vain and obstinate to retract their 
errors, and too fond of the honours and emoluments of office to relinquiſh their 
places for the public good; and unfortunately for the Friends of Peace, the one 
State is yet able to raiſe men andthe other to raiſe money. 

But you will ſay, in reviewing the diſpoſition of Pang Belligerent Powers to 
make Peace, I have omitted any mention of the most material Power, France. 


On this pait of the ſubject I find that strange ſimilarity, ſo often remarked, be- 


tween our own government, and the government of the new Republic; and in 
their deſire for Peace I even find an exact ſimilarity of temper between the people 
of both nations, The preſent government of France has been formed during 
war, and thoſe who rule in it, juſtly believe that it will be very inſecure if a Peace 
is made with States, who must retain, in an aggravated degree, their original grounds. 
of hostility, with a still formidable power of doing miſchief, They know that 
peace must produce a new ſystem in the Republic, and chat if the ſurrounding 
princes have the hopes and any means of bringing about a Counter Revolution, 
the lives of the leading Republicans must be very precarious, and even the ulti- 


mate establiſhment of the Republic must be doubtful. They therefore wiſh to 


continue the war till their neighbours ſhall be ſo exhausted that they will be in- 
capable of interfering in the final regulation of the French government. Our own. 
Ministers are actuated by motives ſomewhat ſimilar, but they are not ſo anxious 
for the preſervation of the Englith constitution, as for the preſervation of their 
offices. In the zenith of their ſucceſs they have ſo fully committed themſelves 
against all the leading men in France, by the most ſcurrillous invectives, that 
mean and regardleſs of principle as they are, they cannot treat for Peace with any 
of them; and therefore they continue a deſperate game rather than reſign their 
places. Thus we find the leading men both in England and in France dread a 
Peace, becauſe it must put a period to their power. 

The language of the Convention is Peace with Thrones will ruin the Repub- 
& lic;” the language in our Parliament is “ Peace with the Jacobins will be the 
c downfall of England's greatneſs :”?—< It is by marching to Paris that we must 
t ſecure the Britiſh Constitution, cry the Alarmists; « It is on the ruins of 
“London that we must rear the Republic of France,” cry the Anarchists.— 
Kings now ſeek Peace,” exclaim Tallien and Barrere, ** becauſe they deſpair 
cc of effecting a Counter Revolution by force, and hope to bring it about by ſend- 
ing Aristocrats and Intriguers to corrupt and embroil us; Pitt and Portland 
exclaim * the French with for Peace that they may fraternize with us, that they 
& may fow Jacobin principles, overthrow our Constitution and make Britain a de- 
4e partment of France: The Committee of Public Safety declare it diſgrace- 


fal for virtuous Republicans to treat with Crowned Robbers ; the Cabinet of St. 


James's protests against degradipg itſelf by treating with Republicans and Levellers. 
* 7 5 8 * 4 5 o ” NE It 
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It is affirmed by the Convention, that the Tyrants do not wiſh for Peace; the Conz 
vention are not diſpoſed to put a period to the war, ſays our Government. Thus 
by fimilar falſehood and artifice, the leading men in both nations, dupe their courtry- 
men into expence and ſlaughter ; and yet the people of both countries are equally 
defirous of tranquility 3 but miſled into an opinion that their own ſafety is inſepa- 
rably connected with the continuance of the preſent Ministers, they ſubmit to war, 
though they ſigh for peace. Itis palpably a contest of governors against governors 
in which the people are the ſuffering instrumental dupes; their liberties, their 
property and their lives, are ſacrificed to enable the ambitious leaders in two dif- 
ferent governments, to continue contending who ſhall Tongest hold their places, 
without having the ſlightest feeling for the welfare of the nations they govern ; 
and this ruinous struggle will Iast till the people themſelves, fatigued with diſap- 
pointments, and ſmarting with calamities, hall demand Tranquility. When- 
ever the one people make the effectual demand, the other people will 
enforce the compliance; and then it will be found, Oh, wonderful diſcovery ! 
that if the governors of each nation will honestly endeavour to make the people 
happy ; foreign intrigues, and domestic plots will ceaſe, becauſe, when abuſes are 

removed they will find no encouragement, as the people will ne become loyal, 
obedient, contented, cheerful and proſperous. 

I hope, Sir, you will pardon this revival of long Dedications. An apology 
from me is the more particularly neceſſary, as it was formerly the custom to fill 
them with panegyrics on the perſons to whom they were addreſſed, and the pre- 
_—_ brief mode 1s best calculated for recording your virtues. 

/ I have the honour to 5 &c. 


| | HAMPDEN, 
| PECEMBER 24, 1794. 


LETTERS 


DUKE OF PORTLAND, 


LETTER I. 


TO THE DUKE OF PORTLAND. 


MY LORD, | : AUGUST 22, 1794s 


Nene late unqualified dereliction 
of the cauſe of the People, which you formerly eſ- 
pouſed with ardour, is ſcarcely to be credited even 
in theſe days of general apoſtacy. Is it poſſible that 
you, who, in the year 1780, were active in calling 
upon the People to enquire into the abuſes of Go- 
vernment, ſhould now be equally active in repro- 
bating the public interference in public affairs ? Is 
it poſſible, that you, who onee ſo vehemently ar- 
raigned the Government for not obeying the Voice 
of the People, ſhould now as vehemently arraign 
thoſe who ſtill revere it? Is it poſſible, that you, 
who would only become Miniſter, as © ſervant of 
the Sovereign People,“ ſhould now truckle to 
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become the inſtrument of the Crown? That 
you, the illuſtrious Portland, the proud Whig, 
ſhould meanly bow down your neck before thoſe 
men, whom you long ſtigmatized as enemies to 
our Conſtitution and Country ; that you ſhould 


kiſs the rod, ſolicit their pardon, implore their 


charitable donations, and even become the un- 
derling of Dundas ? 

When I recolle& your conduct and profeſſed 
principles during the American War, and com- 
pare them with your conduct at preſent, I find a 
difficulty in believing you to be the ſame man. 
You, who affirmed that the ſalvation of the 
Country depended on the eſtabliſhment and ef- 
forts of Political Societies; can you now depre- 
cate and condemn them? You then, my Lord, 
with French alacrity, attended different and diſ- 


tant Meetings, and, with Republican energy, cal- 


led forth the National Spirit in ſupport of thoſe 
principles and meaſures which you now traduce. 
You'then organized the Public Will to reſiſt Ad- 
miniſtration, and where you could not be pre- 
ſent, you ſent animating Philippics exhorting the 
ſocieties to vigorous and deciſive ſteps. In Mid- 
dleſex, you were for withholding the ſupplies from 
Government : In Northumberland, you held up 
to public indignation the uſeleſs places and pen- 


ſions, and the corruption of Parliament: In 


Buckinghamſhire, you reprobated the practice of 
ſigning proteſts againſt your favourite proceed- 
ings, as if the friends of the popular fide had 


alone 
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alone a right to be heard: In Weſtminſter, you 
promoted a National Aſſociation of Deputies : 
In Nottinghamſhire, you inſtituted a Correſpond- 
ing Society, and ſigned your name as Chairman 
to its public Refolutions ; and to many other 
Counties, ſuch. as Derby, Cumberland, &c. you 
ſent Manifeſtoes full of grievances, full of proofs 
of the incapacity and profligacy of the exiſting 
Adminiſtration, and full of incitements to oppoſe 
and to diſplace them. You then ſaw no ſafety for 
our Conſtitution, but in the general interference 
of the People in the affairs of Government. You 
perſe vered in this conduct a few years, and at 
laſt you forced the Crown to ſurrender at diſcre- 
tion. By coming into power on the ſhoulders 
of the People, you expected to be above the dic- 
tates of the Throne; and though baffled for a 
time 1n your views, after the death of the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, you ſtill imagined your po- 
pularity would ſupport you in a coalition with 
Lord North. You. muſt remember how much 
you added to the odium of that coalition, by the 
ſquabble between you and his Lordſhip, about 
the diviſion of power and emolument. You muſt 
remember that you were both the chief obje& and 
inſtrument of that coalition: That you ſaid per- 
{onal opinions ought to be ſacrificed to party 

views. You again expected, and, for a ſhort 
time, you ſucceeded in taking the Government 
of the Country by ſtorm. The Voice of the 
People was then wrong, becauſe it diſapproved 
52 of 
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of your ſelfiſh ſtruggle for power ;—and Parlia- 
mentary Reform was then to be refiſted, though 
you had convinced every corner of the kingdom of 
its neceſſity, by your repeated and ſtrenuous aſ- 
ſertions, that the Repreſentatives of the People 
were corrupted by Miniſters, and that the Houſe 
of Commons betrayed the Intereſts of the Nation. 
When I recolle&ed theſe facts, my Lord, I 
was aſtoniſhed by the ſupport you gave the pre- 
ſent Minifters, and by your affected alarm at the 
re- activity of thoſe Principles, and the renewal 
of thoſe Aſſociations, which you firſt promoted, 
and which never ſince have wholly diſappeared. I 1 
was aſtoniſhed, but my aſtoniſhment has now 
ceaſed : I admit the conſiſtency of your conduct, 
ſince the motives which have uniformly influen- 
ced it are recorded beyond diſpute. It is now 
evident that honours and emoluments have been 
the prime objects of your political purſuits, but 
unfortunately you have hitherto miſtaken the 
road which leads to them.—You firſt expected 
to obtain them through the People; through the 
Democracy of the Country : But diſappointed 
there, you next built your hopes on the Ariſto- 
cracy, and directed your whole attention to the 
forming ' of coalitions with powerful individuals, 
who, united, might ſet both the Throne and the 
People at defiance. Foiled and fatigued, how- 
ever, in that plan alſo, you have now, after tra- 
velling round the three branches of the Legiſla- 
ture, diſcovered the ſhort and certain path to the 
accom- 
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accompliſhment of your wiſhes ; and if your va- 


nity is not yet ſufficiently gratified, ſervility and 


apoſtacy will recommend you to further favours. 
Cringe to your new Allies—ſacrifice all to una- 


nimity—it is an excellent excuſe for the meaneſt 
conceſſions— be vindictive towards your former 


friends. Horne Tooke was once your Colleague 
on the Weſtminſter Committee—he 1s now your 


Priſoner, for having continued to ſupport your 


Principles. There are fortunate opportunities 


for you to diſtinguiſh yourſelf, You now know, 
that you can gain more through a Hawkeſbury, 


than through a Marquis of Rockingham, or a 
Yorkſhire Affociation. 


HAMPDEN. 


LETTER II. 


To THE DUKE OF PORTLAND, 


MY LORD, | AUGUST 28, 17944 


PaxsvApzp that a general opinion 


of the integrity, as well as of the talents of Stateſ- 


men, is eſſential to the preſervation of the eſteem 
and obedience of the People, I am anxious to ſup- 


port their honour, and to inculcate a belief that 


their actions are guided by diſintereſted motives 


alone. Nothing can more favour thoſe events 


which 
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which you deprecate, than the idea that public 
virtue is not to be found in the upper ranks of 
life, and that every Stateſman has his price. In 
proportion as this ſentiment obtains, the Conſti- 
tution will be endangered. It at once promotes 
the views of thoſe who admire Ruſſian. Deſpotiſm, 
and of thoſe who. admire: French Anarchy. The 
Britiſh Conſtibution is equally: odious to both, 
therefore both rejoice in whatever brings it into 
diſrepute; and nothing can more effectually do 
this, than ſhewing, that none but the: ſelfiſh and 
the: ſupple adminiſter. in it. It is from this con- 
ſideration, my Lord, that I am alarmed at your re- 
cent conduct, as it ſtrengthens the opinion, in- 
ſtilled with equal eagerneſs by the Courtier, and 
by the Republican, that there is not a Member of 
our Legiſlature who cannot be bought; and that 
private emolument, rather than public advantage, 
is the real object of all their exertions. 

I admit that there are Men in this Country 
who wiſh to ſubſtitute a Republican Form of Go- 
vernment inſtead of our preſent Conftitution : but 
I deny that they are dangerous from their num- 
bers, or reſpectable either for their abilities or 
character. There always have been, and always 
will be ſuch men, particularly while there are ſuch 
principled Politicians as yourſelf, for you have con- 
tributed in no ſmall degree to gain them Proſe- 
lytes. Believe me, my Lord, your own vain heart 
was not more elated when you obtained the childiſh. 
toys which decorate your perſon, than thoſe men 

were 
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were when they firſt heard you had accepted them. 
With exultation they announced your honours : 
They exclaimed, © Behold the virtuous, the pa- 
<« triotic Portland, abandon the principles he has 
c hitherro fupported, and beg for a Penſion !— 
« Behold the man who has long pretended to be 
« Friend to the Rights of the People, deſert- 
ing them for a Ribband!—He who laboured to 
4 diminiſh the Influence of the Crown, is now 
„ only ſolicitous to increaſe 1t—He who abo- 
< liſhed uſeleſs places to ſave the money of the 
« nation, now renews them for the purpoſe of 
putting a ſalary into his own pocket. He 
« who branded Pitt and his adherents as ene- 
« mies of their country, now embraces them, 
* becauſe they gratify his vanity with a Star and 
« Garter, It is now proved, that the object of 
all his Patriotiſm ever was his own emolu- 
« ment. He is a true ſample of both Houſes 
« of Parliament. Pitt, Portland, Loughbo- 
rough, Richmond, and Windham, are all alike, 
« Hold out a place or a penſion to any of our 
<< Legiſlators, and he immediately deſerts, from 
the fide of the People, to become the Syco- 
« phant of the Crown. There is no virtue, no 
principle, in any of our Stateſmen, or even 
in the upper Tanks of ſociety. The Conſtitu- 
tion may be good for them, becauſe it mini- 
ſters to their avarice and vanity, but it is not 
good for the nation at large, It muſt be a bad 
* Conſtitution which ſuffers ſuch things; and it 


*© never 
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* never will be well with the People, till they | 
© take the Government into their own hands, 


“ and chooſe their Governors from among them- 
„ ſelves. It is in the lower ranks of ſociety 
* alone, that public virtue is to be found.“ 
Such, my Lord, is the language of thoſe men, 


who deſire the overthrow of the Conſtitution, 


They have no particular enmity towards you. 
Their diſlike is to the whole claſs of ſociety, of 


which you are a member. They ſeek to alienate 
the reverence of the People from it, and you 
have furniſhed them with excellent grounds to 


work upon. 


The Friends of Deſpotiſm, ſeeking alſo to 
eſtrange the affections of the People from the 
advocates for their liberties, inſtance your dere- 
liction as proof that there is no ſuch thing as 
Patriotiſm among Mankind, They wiſh to ſcout 


it from this country, becauſe they know it to be 


incompatible with their favourite form of Go- 
vernment, and they are therefore delighted with 
your apoſtacy. They contraſt your former prin- 
ciples and preſent conduct preciſely as the Re- 


publican does, but they differ in their conclu- 


ſions. The Courtier will not allow that public 
virtue exiſts any where: the Republican ſees 
it only in the Swiniſh Multitude. Indeed theſe 


two parties have leſs hatred towards one another, 


than they have towards the ſincere Friends of the 


Britiſh Conſtitution, whom it is alike their dar- 


ling wiſh to deſtroy. 
Theſe 
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Iheſe conſiderations, my Lord, muſt give un- 
eaſineſs to every real Friend to the Liberties of 
Britain, when he couples them with your tergiv- 
erſation, and indecent avidity for Honours and 
Emoluments, not merely for yourſelf; but even, 
for your Family and Dependants. Your conduct 
has leſſened the public eſteem for men of your 
rank. Let us beware of bringing the rank it- 
ſelf into contempt ; for the Conſtitution will not 
long exiſt if once the People, believe that our 
Stateſmen are all ſelfiſh and venal. 


HAMPDEN: 
ta 6 I 
LETTER III. 
TO THE DUKE OF PORTLAND. 


MY LORD, AUGUST 30, 17944 


a” I HAVE ſought with care and anx- 
zety to find ſome laudable reaſon for your late 
acceptance of Offices and Honours ; but my la- 
bour has been fruitleſs. It is ſaid, you have 
taken a ſhare in the Government the better to 
defend the Conſtitution: but, my Lord, you 
have endangered the Conſtitut ion by creating a 
doubt, whether it is defended by any but mer- 
cenaries. You ought to have known, that no- 
thing adds greater weight to a cauſe, than ſhew⸗ 
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ing that its Partiſans are diſintereſted: you ought 
to have known, that hired Advocates never are 
ſuppoſed to be ſincere; and above all, you ought 
to have foreſeen that your ſelfiſhneſs would ren- 
der every active Friend to the Conftitution ſuſ- 
peed of preferring his private intereſt to the 
national welfare : you ought to have foreſeen, 
that by taking a place, you furniſhed the Enemies 
of the Conſtitution with plauſible grounds for aſ- 
ſerting, that all its defenders are venal; that 
they are all either placemen in fact or in expecta- 
tion; or obtain their income by ſome more indi- 
rect means, at the expence, and to the loſs of the 
public at large. You ought to have weighed 
theſe conſiderations, my Lord, and if you had 
been more ſincerely anxious to preſerve the Con- 
ſtitution, than to procure aplace, you never would 
have quitted that ſtation, which, by giving a 
ſtrong character of independence and virtue to 
your conduct, rendered your ſupport of Admini- 
ſtration as powerful as it ſeemed to be honour- 
able. By abandoning that ſtation for your per- 
ſonal emolument, your fupport has become in- 
jurious both to the Conſtitution and Govern- 


ment. Yon may ſtrengthen the latter with a 


rotten borough, but you have leſſened n in 
the eſtimation of the People. | 

But it will, perhaps, be ſaid, that whatever 
immediate effect your conduct may have with 
regard to the Conſtitution, it is neceffary for 
you to ** Adminiſtration, to ſtrengthen it in 


carrying 
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carrying on this % and neceſſary war, upon the 
iſſue of which, ultimately depends the very ex- 
iſtence of the Conſtitution. But, my Lord, the 
fallacy of this reaſon is ſo fully manifeſted, that 


it excites only our pity. You give vigour in car- 


rying on the war! Alas! you cannot order a 
ſingle bayonet ! You muſt affent, for you can- 
not controul : and it ſeems as if the official ſit u- 


ation you fill, were ſpecially created to degrade 


and to mortify you. You have been made Se- 
cretary of State for the Home Department, with- 
out being permitted to tranſact the buſineſs. 
Whatever it becomes the Home Secretary to do, 
reſpecting the war, you are forbidden to meddle 
with. Whether this is done with a view to make 
a mockery of you, for what can be a greater tri- 
umph to the Court Sycophants, than to humble 
the head of the Whigs—to render contemptible 
the Chief of a patriotic and once formidable Op- 
poſition ?—or whether it is done from a know- 
ledge of your incapacity, (for although many have 
hitherto truſted to your integrity, yet no one has 
ever been deceived with an opinion of your abi- 
lities); or whether, fince Mr. Dundas has been 
in the habit of giving to his friends all the Army 
Contracts for Camp Equipage, Cloathing, Sad- 
dles, Shoes, Salt, &c. &c. he has become too 
well acquainted with the war part of the Secre- 


taryſhip to part with it, I know not. Moſt pro- 


bably all three cauſes have concurred to make 
© 2 you 
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you what you are, and your bittereſt enemy 
could not with you to be worſe. Mr. Dundas, 
who firſt ſtudied contracts during the American 
war, knows beſt what to do with them, and 
therefore, you are not permitted to interfere in 
the War Department. 

You cannot juſtify your acceptance of a /place, 
by ſaying, that you were deſirous of giving ſtabi- 
lity to the preſent Miniſters ; for when they firſt 
received your ſupport, you accuſed them of act- 
ing unconſtitutionally, of being the authors of 
our preſent calamities ; and you would not ſure- 
ly give ſtrength to a vicious Adminiſtration ?— 
You cannot juſtify your acceptance of a place, 
by ſaying, you wiſhed to have it more in your 
power to oppoſe the Enemies of the Conſtitu- 
tion, for I have already proved, that your apol- 
tacy has filled them with exultation, and added 
many converts to their doctrines. 

Whether it may be, that having only ſup- 
ported Miniſters from a hope of reward, you 
thought a year and a half's ſervice merited com- 
penſation; or whether Miniſters were jealous of 
the apparently honourable ſtation you held, and 
ſought by their favours to deſtroy your reputa- 
tion, ** content themſelves to be mean and mi- 
ſerable, in order to render others contemptible 
and wretched * ;” whatever may have been the 

* See Purke's Picture of Lord North's Adminiſtration, in his Letter to the 
Sheriffs of Briſtol, 
immediate 
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immediate cauſe of your acceptance of a place, 
the moſt probable, in my opinion, is, that you 
wanted one. A Place, and not the Conſtitu- 
tion—a Salary, and not the National Welfare, 
have certainly been the prime objects of your po- 
litical life; and although you have contributed 
your part in ruining what you pretend to be ſo 
anxious to ſave, yet you have gained your real 
point—a purſe and a riband. | | 
- Having now, my Lord, ſhewn, that ſelf- inte- 
reſt has been the ſole ſpring of all your actions, 
permit me to remark on the indecent avidity 
with which you have accepted the favours of the 
Crown. Although you have got only the ſha- 
dow of a place, although you are Secretary and 
no Secretary, yet you are perhaps compenſated 
for the paltrineſs of your office by the number of 
preſents ; and if you poſſeſs no efficient voice in 
the Cabinet, vou have the pleaſure of augment- 
ing the odium of all patriotiſm, by the multi- 
plied gifts which have been ſhowered upon you. 
Were you afraid, that when the honey-moon of 
your political marriage was paſt, your new allies 
would withhold what you ſighed for? Did you 
inſiſt on thoſe gaudy trappings to deck your per- 
ſon, and give you an air of gaiety on. your wed- 
ding-day ? Did you ſuppoſe, that the covering 
of a dazzling ſtar would ſhield your heart from 
the penetrating eye of truth? Or did you hope 
to render apoſtacy honourable, by diſplaying the 
ſigns of Royal approbation ? Political honeſty, 
if 
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if you think there is ſuch a thing, ought to have 
made you refuſe all favours from the preſent 
Miniſters, but common prudence ſhould have 
taught you to decline, for a time at leaſt, giving 
your Son the Lieutenancy of Middleſex ; and 
above all, you ſhould not have intercepted the 
blue riband deftined for Lord Howe. This laſt 
bonour, I ſtrongly ſuſpect, was artfully given for 
the purpoſe of rendering you odious. Why did 
you not recollect the Monitor in your motto, 
my Lord? Why did you not ſuſpe&, that your 
anceſtors foreſaw they ſhould have you for a ſuc- 
ceſſor, when they wrote on their arms, © Craignez 

bone? | 1 64s 
L295 7 HAMPDEN. 


LETTER iv. 


TO THE DUKE OF PORTLAND. 
MY LORD, > ezrr. 55 1794. 


Is a former letter 1 endeavoured to 
find fome honourable reaſon for your deſertion. 1 
will now examine the chief one aſſigned by your 
new friends, for it is too unprincipled either to be 
treated as honourable, or even as your own. Time 
and your preſent connexions may enable you to 
do much, but I cannot believe you have already 


degener- 
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degenerated ſo far as to adopt ſo mean, ſo igno- 
minious an evaſion. Some of your champions, 
however (J think they are your worſt enemies), 
advance it in your behalf, but whether with a 
view of ſtigmatizing your former conduct, or of 
palliating your preſent apoſtacy, I leave the 
public to determine. 

The common cant of the day, deemed by the 
creatures of Government a moſt complete and 
« ſatisfactory anſwer,” to thoſe who accuſe you of 
tergiverſation, is, * hitherto his Grace oppoſed 
certain Miniſters, with hopes of ſupplanting them, 
but now the Conſtitution is in danger, it is the 
duty of all parties to unite in its defence, and 
his Grace laudably forgets his former differences, 
and joins the Executive Power in maintaining the 
Conftitution :''— We are not now contending whe- 
„ther THIS or THAT FAMILY it 70 govern the 
Country, but whether the Conſtitution ſhall 
« exiſt . 

With regard to the 2 of the conſtitu- 
tion, I cannot diſcover any, unleſs it be in the 
conduct of ſuch as your Grace. The free part of 
it is, indeed, daily invaded, and the characters 
of thoſe men, to whoſe more immediate care it is 
conſigned, are daily becoming leſs reſpectable by 
their own behaviour. And even admitting the 
Conſtitution to be threatened by the growth of 
Republicaniſm, yet this is an e n x 
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your accepting a place, for while the futility of 
the reaſon is perceived in your want of power to 
carry any meaſure in the Cabinet, which you 
might think ſalutary to the Conſtitution; it is 
alſo manifeſt, as I have ſhewn in a former letter, 
that your ſupport was more powerful, becauſe 
apparently more independent when you held no 
official ſituation, than ſince you have taken one. 
The danger of the Conſtitution is therefore an 
argument againſt you. But what credit, my 
Lord, can we give to your aſſertion, that the 
| Conſtitution is in danger? In 1784, you made the 
ſame aſſertion with much more vehemence, and, I 
believe, with more fincerity. You then exclaim- 
ed, not merely that the Conſtitution was threat- 
ened ;—not merely that a ſet of men were con- 
{piring againſt it ;—but that it was actually at- 
tacked, and that a Revolution, deſtructive of its 
true principles, was actually effected! Your pre- 
ſent conduct in defence of the Conſtitution, is 
cold and unintereſling, when compared to your 
violent proceedings in 1784; but this may, in 
ſome degree, be accounted for in the rage of 
diſappointment, which then rouſed you paſſions, 
and the conſciouſneſs of apoſtacy, which now 
damps your ardour. On the queſtion of Regen- 
cy, the cry of © the Conſtitution is in danger,” 
was again renewed by your Grace ; and it 1s ra- 
ther ſingular, but I hope not ominous, that 
whenever you have expected to come into power, 
your cry of « the Conſtitution is in danger,” has 


been 


DUKE OF PORTLAND, | 17 


been the moſt loud. If we were to judge from 

what you have ſaid and done, a perpetual ſtate 

of danger is a ſtate of improvement, and a Re- 
volution, deſtructive of the beſt principles of the 
Conſtitution, brings it nearer perfection; for 
although you, have declared, during the laſt 

twenty years, that ut has been continually attack- 
ed and wounded, yet now you diſcover, that it 
has been “ gradually improving :”” Although 
ſuch a reprobated, pernicious Revolution was 

made in 1784, yet now it is found, that the Con- 
ſtitution “ is all perfection;“ and the very men, 
whom you have long branded as its worſt ene- 
mies, you now embrace as its beſt friends, Your 
conduct and reaſoning, my Lord, might there- 
fore juſtify me in concluding, that the Conſtitu- 
tion would be greatly benefitted by the ſucceſs 
of the projects of thoſe men, whom you 
deem 1ts moſt dangerous foes ; and it would be 
equally juſt to ſuppoſe that you might hereafter 

embrace Skirving and Margarot, as the ſaviours 

of this country. 

But, my Lord, though I am of opinion, that 
no attention ought to be paid to your cry of 
« the Conſtitution is in danger.” I think the 
juſtification ſet up by your Partiſans, I cannot 
call them your Friends, that hitherto you only 
oppoſed Miniſters from a hope of ſupplanting 
them; © zhat the conteſt has hitherto been waar 
„ FAMILIES ſhould compoſe the Adminiſtration,” 
deſerves the moſt ſerious attention. Are you 

| D aware 
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aware of the miſchief with which this apology is 
pregnant? Can you permit it to be recorded as 
an excuſe for your deſertion, that all your lofty 
proteſtations of love for the Conſtitution, and 
zeal for the welfare of the Country, really meant 
nothing but love for a Penſion, or zeal for a. 
Place? Will you, then, come forward and own, 
that when in the year 1780, you rouſed every 
county and town againſt the war, when you ex- 
horted them to declare in favour of a Parliamen- 
tary Reform, to exert themſelves in procuring a 
reduction of the Influence of the Crown, and 
even to petition the Houſe of Commons againft 
granting the Supplies ;—will you own, that 
all this was done with no other view than to 
ſupplant the Miniſters of the day; — from 
no other motive, but to transfer the Govern- 
ment from one family to another? B all your 
violent oppoſition in 1784, during the - queſtion 
of Regency, and even during your whole life, to 
be avowed at laſt to have ariſen only from a de- 
fire of partaking the emoluments of office? Do 
you not ſee, my Lord, that this not only gives a 
ſtab to your Grace's character, but creates a ſuf- 
picion of the purity of the motives which actuate 
you at preſent? Have you covenanted with the 
abettors of Deſpotiſm to drag Patriotiſm through) 
the dirt; or are you in a ſecret league with the 
Revolutioniſts to render Ariſtocracy contempti- 
ble? I cannot believe your Grace counte- 
nances this profligate vindication; and I can only 
| account 
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account for it on the hypotheſis, that diſgraceful 
as it may be, yet-no better can be found-by your 
Apologiſts. But I will ceaſe reproach on a ſub- 
ject, which admits, with ſo much difficulty, of 
an honourable conſtruction; ſatisfied with the 
conviction, that whatever applauſe may be due 


to an honeſt confeſſion of real motives, the hy- 


pocritial affectation of Virtue is leſs dangerous to 
Society, than the avowal and triumph of Vice. 


HAMPDEN. 


TO THE DUXE OF PORTLAND. 


MY Lond, err. IT, 179% 


2 new friend of yours has been 


imprudent enough to deny, in the two newſpapers 
the moſt remarkable for their unreſerved ſupport 
of Miniſters, that the great fact, on which I have 
accuſed you of apoſtacy, is without found- 
ation. I do not believe the writer of thoſe para- 
graphs is an old friend of your Grace, for if he 
were, he muſt know better; and I am ſure you 
was not privy to their inſertion, becauſe 
you muſt have known how eaſy it would be te 
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prove their fallacy, and therefore you would not 
wiſh the fubje& to be publicly probed, as the 
controverſy muſt ultimately confirm what J have 
afferted. I admit that your Grace, with Mr. 
Burke and others, did fecede, on account of your 
objections to Parliamentary Reform, from the 
aſſociations which were formed towards the con- 
cluſion of the American War; but I maintain, 
that for a conſiderable time, you did ſupport that 
meaſure ; I maintain that you ſupported Parlia- 
mentary Reform; that you called for a National 
Aſſociation of Deputies, (vulgarly called a Con- 
vention;) that you approved, and even was Chair- 
man of a Committee of Correſpendence (vulgarly 
called a Correſponding Soctety ;) that you bla- 
2oned the corruption of Parliament, expatiated 
on the enormity of Places and Penſions, adviſed 
the withholding of the Supplies from the Govern- 
ment; and in ſhort, that with Republican energy, 
you propoſed and executed all thoſe meaſures 
which you now condenin, and make the ex- 
cuſe for deſerting your party and principles. I 
| ſhall ſhew the futility of ſeparating Parliamen- 
tary Reform from the influence of the Crown 
hereafter. In the mean time, I will call my evi- 
dence : the reaſoning upon it, after it is cloſed, 
ſhall be the ſubject of a letter to your Grace. 


S BY | HAMPDEN. 


MID- 


DUKE OF PORTLAND. 


MIDDLESEX MEETING, Jax. 7th, 1780. 


A very numerous and reſpectable Meeting of the firſt Perſons of conſideration 
and property in this County, was held this day, 'purfuant toan Advertiſe- 
ment from the Sheriff, in the a at the Mermaid-Tavern, 
Hackney. 


Mr. Sheriff Wz1GnT opened the Buſineſs. 


Mr. ByxG faid, that the amount of the Public Money, unprovidently 
ſquandered, was well known to every man, but he muſt call to their recollec- 
tion the uſes to which the Public Money was applied. The waſte of three or 
four hundred thouſand pounds a year, though a ſum amply deſerving the atten. 
tion of the public, was not the principal grievance and evil of which the People 
had to complain. It was the application of that ſum toxvards the Corruption of 
Parliament. It was deſtroying the Independence of the Repreſentatives of the 
People, undermining the Conſtitution; and extending the Influence of the Crown, 
of which the People did and ought to complain. The number of Places and 
Penſions were not known. The Red Book, indeed, gave a tolerably large 
account of the former, but it was a fact well founded, that there were many 
more not enumerated there, nor known to the People. 

He then read the following Petition, and moved, that it be preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons, which was unanimouſly agreed to. 


The Pattie of the 8 Clergy, and Freeholders of the County of 
Middleſex. 
Sheweth, 

That this Nation hath been engaged for ſeveral years in a moſt expenſive and 
unfortunate <var, that many of our valuable Colonies have actually declared 
themſelves independent, have formed a ſtrict confederacy with France and 
Spain, the inveterate enemies of Great-Britain ; that the conſequence of thoſe 
combined misfortunes hath been 4 large addition to the National Debt, a heavy 
accumulation of Taxes, a rapid decline of the Trade, ManufaQtures, and Land 
Rents of the Kingdom. 

Alarmed at the diminiſhed reſources and growing burthens of this Country, 
and convinced that rigid frugality is now indiſpenſably neceſſary, in every De- 
partment of the State. Your Petitioners obſerve, with grief, that notwith- 
ſtanding the calamitous and impoveriſhed condition of the nation much public 
money has been improvidently ſquandered, and that many Individuals enjoy 
Sinecure Places, Efficient Places, with exorbitant Emoluments, and Penſions 
unmerited by public ſervice, to a large and ſtill encreaſing amount, whence the 

Crown 
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Crown has acquired a great and unconſtitutional influence, which, if not cheek» 
ed, muſt ſoon prove fatal to the Liberties of this Country. 

Your Petitioners, conceiving that the true end of every legitimate Govern- 
ment is not the emolument of any individual, but the welfare of the Commu- 
nity, beg leave farther to repreſent, that until effectual meafures be taken to 
redreſs the oppreſſive grievances herein ſtated, the grant of any additional ſum 
of public money, beyond the produce of the preſent Taxes, vill be * 
to the Rights and Property of the People, and derogatory from the honour 
and dignity of Parliament. | | 

Your Petitioners, therefore, do moſt earneſtly wavekt, that before any new 
burthens are laid upon this Country, effectual meaſures may be taken to enquire 
into, and correct the groſs abuſes in the expenditure of public money; to re- 
duce all exorbitant emoluments ; to reſcind and aboliſh all ſinecure places and un- 
merited penſions, and to appropriate the produce to the neceſſities of the State, 
in ſuch a manner as to the wiſdom of Parliament ſhall ſeem meet. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


After the Petition was agreed to, an Amendment was moved by Colonet 
MIL Es; and Mr. Gz1eve ſaid, Many good men had differed in the outſet of 
this unhappy <var, and though they were generally convinced at laſt of its ini- 
guity and madneſs, it might now be offenſive to the feelings of ſome Gentlemen 
who had been miſled by the hired Writers of the Court, who had been paid im- 
menſe ſums from the money extorted from the People, for the abominable pur- 
poſe of deceiving them into their own deftraftion, Mr. Garzve, therefore, 
oppoled the Amendment, which was withdrawn. 

Mr. Bax ERA now addreſſed the Meeting; he ſaid, that, to give a validity 
and ſucceſs to this Petition, and that it might not be treated with inſolent neg- 
le, it was judged neceſſary to come to ſome farther Reſolutions, ſimilar to 
thoſe agreed to by the County of York. He ſaid, the reaſon why the former 
Petitions of Middleſex, and other Counties, had failed of ſucceſs, was, that 
they had not followed them up, and given them ſupport, either by IGG ; 
er Reſolutions of ſome ſtrong nature. He therefore moved, 

That this Meeting de approve of a National Aſſociation, on legal and 
conſtitutional grounds, to promcte a Reform in the Expenditure of Publie 
Money, to reduce all exorbitant Emoluments, to reſcind and abolith all finecure 
Places and unmerited Penſions, and to reflore and ſecure to the People the Free- 

dam and Independency of Parliament, as indiſpenſably neceſſary to the weltare of 
che State.” H his Reſolution paſſed unanimouſly. | 
He then moved, That a Committee of Fiſty- three Gentlemen be ap- 
pointed to carry on the neceſſary Correſpondence, for effectually promoting the 
the object of the Petition, and to propoſe a plan tor an Aſſociation on legal and 
conſtitutional grounds, to ſupport that laudable Reform, and ſuch other mea- 
bures as moy conduce to reſtore the Freedom of Parliament. To be preſented by 


the 
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the Chaigman of the Committee to this Meeting, to be held, by adjournment, 
at Free Maſen's Tavern, on Tueſday the 11th of April. This Reſolution 
alſo paſſed unanimouſly, and the Committee was named. 

Mr. Grieve ſaid, the Public were not to learn that hireling Writers, and 
Runners of Adminiſtration, were employed and paid torevile pablic virtue, aud 

; n patriotiſm and zeal, for the preſervation of our rights, out of counte- 
nance. 

The a arts, the practices of theſewretched 3 were well known to 
this Meeting; they had poĩſoned the ſources of information, and had deluded 
the Public. 

They had thrown the moſt abuſive and ſhameful calumny on a ſet of men 
the moſt illuſtricus and reſpectable, that ever ftood forward in defence of their 
Country. He, for his own part, had for a ſeries of years attended to their 
conduct in a bumble line indeed, and attached particularly to none of the great 
characters who compoſed that Oyyos1T10N ; but, from the obſervations he 
had made, he was convinced that there never was a ſet of men actuated by no- 
bler principles, nor better deſerving the gratitude, the eſteem, and the ſupport 
of the Public. He addreſſed the Meeting now merely as one of the People. 

Every man of honeſty and diſcernment was called upon, by every tie of 
gratitude and juftice, to countera the aſperſions that were falſely thrown upon 
thoſe illuſtrious characters, who, in Oppoſition to every temptation of Awarice 
and Ambition, nay, even combating vvith Public Error, had nobly ſtruggled to 
ſave the People xvEN IN SPITE of themſelves, Mr. Grieve then moved the 
thanks of the Meeting to the Members of Oppoſition in both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, which was agreed to with the moſt unanimous concurtence and * 
plauſe. | 

The following Reſolution then paſſed, nen. con. That the Thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the following Noblemen, who have honoured it with their 
Preſence and SUPPORT : His GRACE Tux DUKE of 3 
Earl Harcourt, Lord Craven, and Lord Beaulieu. 


*,* Vide the Remembrancer for the Year 1780, part 1. f. 105 116, + 


* 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. | 


At a Meeting of the Nobility, 8 Clergy, Venn Free holders, and 
Tradeſmen, of the County of Bucks, held at the Town-Hall in Ayleſbury, 
on Saturday the 26th day of February, 1780. 


LA Petition, preciſely the ſame as that voted by the Middleſex Meeting already 
publiſhd in this paper, was voted nemine contradicente. ] 


Rx80Lvxp, That a Committee be appointed to carry on the neceſſary 
Correſpondence, and to prepare a Play of Aſſeciation, on LR and Conſtitutional 
| | troun ds, 
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grounds, for the ſupport of that laudable Reform, together with ſuch other 

meaſures as may conduce to reftore the Freedom of Parliament; to be proſented 
| by the Chairman of the Committee to this Meeting, tobe held by Adjournment, 

at the Town-Hall in Ayleſbury, on Thurſday the 13th day of April next, at 


11 o'Clock in the forenoon. 
The following Noblemen and Gentlemen were named, among others of the 


Committee— 
Duke of Grafton, DUKE of PORTLAND, 
Earl of Surry, Earl of Jerley, 
Earl Stanhope, - Edmund Burke, Eſq. 
Earl Temple, John Wilkes, Eſq. 
Earl Spencer, Richard Burke, Eſq. 
Earl of Shelburne, William Stone, Eig. N 
= | Earl of Verney, Viſcount Mahon, 
Fiſcount Altborpe, Lord Beaulieu, 
Lord George Hen..Cavendith, Sir Robert Clayton, 
Sir William Wake, | Thomas Grenville, Eſq. 
John Aubrey, Etq. T. Wenman Coke, Eſq. 


Rx sol vz, That * practice of ſigning Proteſts, by perſons not preſent 
at a County Meeting, openly convened for the purpoſe by previous public adver- 
tiſement, in oppoſition to the Reſolutions of ſuch Meetings, ſo publicly con- 
vened, is ſubverſive of all Conſtitutional union, and tends to miſlead Parlia- 
ment and the public, in regard to the ſentiments of the People. 

RESOLVR D, That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to the Right Hon. 
Earl Verney, and Thomas Grenville, Eſq. Knights of the Shire ; John Au- 
brey, Eſq. Member for the Borough of Ayleſbury ; William Drake, ſen. 
Eſg. William Drake, jun. Eſq. Members for the Borough of Amerſham ; 
James Greuville, Eſq. Member for the Borough of Buckingham; and Robert 
Waller, Eſq. Member for the Borough of Chipping-Wycombe, all of this 


— 


County, for their ſupport of the Motion made in the Houſe of Commons, on 
Monday the 2 iſt ĩnſtant, for the production of a Liſt of all Penſions payable at 


the Exchequer, or elſewhere, together with the names of all * receiving 
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ISAAC EELES, Chairman. 


NOTTINGHAM. 
At a Meeting of the County of Nottingham, held at the Moot-Hall, on the 
23th day of F ebruary, 1780, the following Reſolutions were propoſed, 
and unanimouſly agreed to (excepting one diſſenting voice) - viz. 
Rxsotvxp, That the Petition now read to this Meeting, addreſſed to the 
Houſe of Commons, and requeſting that effectual meaſures may be taken hy 


that Houſe, to enquire into and correct the _ abuſes in the expenditure of 
| Public 
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Public Money; to reduce all exorbitant Emoluments of Office; to reſcind 
or aboliſh all Sinecure Places, or unmerited Penfions, is approved by this 
The following Noblemen and Gentlemen were named, among others, 


Members of the Committee : 
The DUKE of PORTLAND Lord Edward Bentinck 
Lord George Sutton Ver. Mr. Diſney Ffytche 
Mr. J. Cartwright Ls Rey. Doctor Diſney. 


Sir G. Saville 


Rx$80LvEeD, That the ſaid Committee be inſtructed to correſpond with 
the Committees of the other Counties, Cities, and Towns, in order to obtain 
in a legal and conſtitutional manner, the object of the petition. 


RESsOL VID, That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to the DUKE: 
of PORTLAND, for his attendance here this day. 


GEORGE DONSTON, Chairman. 


©, COMMITTEE. 
Mansfield, Swan Inn, ſeven o'Clock, 28th Feb. 1780, 


PRESENT, 


DUKE of PORTLAND, Mr. Charles Sutton, Mr. Gilbert Cooper, Mr. 
Diſney Ffytche, Mr. Pocklington, Mr. Neville, and Mr. Fobn Cartwright. 

I. Rxs0LvzD, That Mr. Wetham, the Rev. George Walker, Mr. W. 
Dickſon Raſtal, Mr. Charles Cartwright, Mr. Unwin, and Mr. Frederick 
Montague, be added to this Committee. 


II. Re$0LvEP, That the names of the additional Members of this Com- 
mittee, contained in the firſt Reſolution of this evening, be A ries Along 
with the other names of the Members thereof, 


III. REv0LvED, That this Meeting be adjourned to Monday the 6th day 
of March next, thgn to be held at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, at the Ta- 
Vern at Newark. 


PORTLAND, Chairman, 
Vide Rem. for 1780, p. 243 1 245. 
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MORPETH, March 8, 1790. 

At a General Meeting of the County (Northumberland) held hers 
this day, in purſuance of public advertiſements, Andrew Robinſon 
Bowes, Eſq. High Sheriff, in the Chair, a Petition to Parliament, tue 
ſame in ſubſtance as that adopted by the County of Middleſex, was 


propoſed and agreed to; and the other proceedings were ſimilar to thoſe 
of the Counties of Bucks, Notts, &c. &c. | 


RSsOIVED, That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to His Grace 
the DUKE of PORTLAND, and the Earl of Tankerville, for honouring 
the Meeting with their preſence, and ſupporting the petition. * 

* | Vide Rem. p. 247. 

The Buckinghamſhire Committee, of which the Dux E of 5 „ Earl 
Spencer, Mr. Burke, &c. were members, on the 1oth of april, 1780, unanimouſly 
paſſed a Reſolution, of which the following are the concluding lines: 


And whereas, in theſe times of national difficulty and diſtreſs, a juſt re- 
dreſs of grievances can only be expected from a free ard uncorrupted Parlia- 
ment, and meaſures tending in a legal and peaceful way, to reſtore the Free- 
dom of Parliament, cannot effectually be ſupported but by a GENERAL uUN1oN 
of independent men throughout the kingdom, &c. &. 

| See Rem. p. 326. 


 Hawepex entreats the Public to peruſe the 
| following account of the Proceedings in W zsT- 
MINSTER, and to decide whether, after the Duke 
of Portland gave his countenance to the mea- 
ſures therein mentioned, and even became one 
of the Committee appointed to put them 1n ex- 
ecution, his Grace did, or did not, fupport 
Parliamentary Reform? Whether he did not 
call for a NATIONAL Ass0ciaTION of Dzevu- 
'TIEs, (vulgarly called a Gonvention?) Whether 
he did not t himſelf become a Member of a Cou- 
9 5 2 MITTEE 
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MITTEE of CORRESPONDENCE (vulgarly called 
a Correſponding Society ?) And whether he did 
not endeayour to fill the Nation with a juſt. 
alarm at Parliamentary corruption,'and the enor- 
mity of Places and Penſions ?—And after the 
Public have candidly confidered theſe facts, and 
compared them with the Duke's preſent con- 
duct, Hampden appeals to their judgment, 
whether his charge of Apeſtacy is without foun- 
dation, as has been aſſerted in the Miniſterial 
newſpapers, by ſome weak friend of his Grace. 


WESTMINSTER-HALL, 
| | February 2, 1790, 
Ata very large and moſt reſpectable Meeting of the Electors and Inhabitants 
of this City and Liberty, ny Taxes to Government, held here this 
day, . 
The Hon. CHAR eee Fox was ld voted in the Chair, af- 
ter which, 


A Petition, preciſely the ſame as that voted by the Middleſex Pn al- 
ready publiſhed in this paper, was voted nem. con. 


It was likewiſe further Reſolved, nem. con. that this Meeting do approve : 
of 2 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, on legal and conſtitutional grounds, to pro- 
mote a Reform in the expenditure of public money, to reduce all exorbitgnt 
emoluments, to reſcind and aboliſh all finecure places and unmerited penſions, 
and to reſtore and ſecure to the People the Fx x R D and INDEPENDENCE of 

 PaRLIAMENT, as indiſpenſably neceſſary to the welfare of the State. 


RxSOLVED, nem. con. That a Committee of oNE HUNDRED AND 
THREE be appointed to carry on the neceſſary Correſpondence, for effectually 


promoting the object of the Petition, and to prepare the plan of an Aſſotiation 


en legal and conſtitutional grounds, to ſupport the laudable Reform, and ſuth 


other meaſures as may conduce to reſtore the Freed;m of Parliament; to be pre- 


ſented by the Chairman of the Committee, to this Meeting, held here by Ad- 
journment, on Thurſday the 6th of April next. 


E 2 | The 
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The following Noblemen and Gentlemen were then appointed, among 
others, Members of the Committee. 


buxk of PORTLAND, Lord Temple, 
Lord Cholmondeley, Lord Derby, 
Lord Geo. Oavendiſh, Lord King:] 
Mr. Turner, Mr. Fox, 
Lord Richard Cavendiſh, Sir Charles Davers, 
Lord Edward Bentinch, ' Mr. Richard Hippeſley Coxe, 
| : Right Hon. T. Townthend, Mr. Wood, | 
; | Hon. Col. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Burke, 
Lord Bulkeley, Sir R. Clayton 
| General Burgoyne, | Mr. Crewe, 
| Lord John Cavendiſh, -, Sir Harry Featherſtone, 
Sir John Ramſden, © | Sir Charles Bunbury, 
Sir William Middleton, Sir Cecil Wray, 
Sir Joſeph Mawbey, Mr. W. Hartley, 
Mr. Colhoun, Dr. John Jebb, 
3 | Mr. Wood, jun. Lord Surrey, 
; Mr. Beckford, Sir Francis Vincent, 
Mr. Almon, | Sir W. Gibbons, 
Mr. Thomas Grenville, Sir H. Bernard, 
Lord Egremont, Mr. Sawbridge, 
Lord Craven, | - Earl Verney, 
Mr. James Grenville, | Sir T. Frankland, 
Mr. Wilkes, 1 Mr. Balter, 
Col. Barre, Mr. Sheridan, 
Lord Frederick Cavendiſh, Mr. Hume, 
Mr. Byng, Mr. Grieve, 
Lord Geo. H. Cavendiſh, . Mr. Adair. 
commer. ne 405 
At a We the above Committee, held at the King's Arms Tavern 20th _ 
of March, 1786. 
« RESOLVED, © That annual Parliaments are the undoubted right of the 
5 | ee People of England, and that the Act, which prolonged their duration, was 


41 e ſubverſive of the Conſtitution, and a violation on the part of the Repreſenta- 
ec tives, of the ſacred truſt repoſed in them by their Conſtituents.” — 
% Rxg0LVED, That the preſent ſtate of the Repreſentation of this 
c country, ib inadequate ln, A an from the firſt principles 
WE „ of the Conſtitution. - 
C. ]. FOX, Chairman,” 
Rem. p. 267. 
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LETTER VI. 


TO THE DUKE OF PORTLAND. 


MY LORD, | Err. 28, 1794» _. 


Wins firſt I addreſſed 
myſelf to your Grace, I imagined your former 
ſupport of Parliamentary Reform would: not be 
denied, and my firſt letter, therefore, aſſerted, 
without minute proofs, that which I underſtood 
was generally admitted to be an unqueſtionable 
truth. As I was inclined to ſpare you the ſhame 
and confuſion of proving your deſertion, by a 
long detail of facts, I hurried, as much as my 
- purpoſe would permit, through thoſe circum- 
ſtances, which I knew mult be particularly pain- 
ful to you. But, as an attempt was made to take 
advantage of my lenity, and reſcue you from 
my charges, I have been compelled, in juſlifi- 
cation of myſelf, to lay documents before the 
public, which the moſt frontleſs hireling cannot 
controvert, which have already forced your apo- 
logiſts to acknowledge * you ſupported Parha- 
mentary Reform, afid which have more ſtrongly Z J 
blazoned your apoſtacy, than ſrom a tenderneſs # 
uy your feelings I had originally intended. | 


" o Wa — 


, . + 
* 24 


* See True Briton of Sept. 19, 1794, 


But 


. eee — — — In —_ OS 


— 22 


26 LETTERS TO THE © 


But as a neceſſary preliminary to avert the 
honeſt indignation excited by attacks on private 
character, J muſt ſtate, in anſwer to the un- 
founded accuſation of one of your advocates, 
that my animadverſions are ſtrictly confined to 
your public conduct. It is, indeed, a common 

| folly to confound political with domeſtic life, 
and, becauſe a Miniſter pays his tradeſman, to 
conclude he will not rob the People. This mode 
of judging public integrity 18 a public misfor- 
tune, for it would be very eaſy to ſhew that the 
moſt profligate Miniſters have been the moſt 
amiable men; that the moſt notorious plun- 
derers of the nation have been the moſt punc- 
tual in diſcharging their perſonal debts. On 
private character, therefore, I will not touch. 
Our Miniſters may conſtantly be carried to bed 
in a ſtate of complete intoxication without be- 
ing reproved by me, while they do not reel or 
ſtutter in the Senate; they may every night 
drown their intellects in a ſea of ſpirits and wa- 
ter at White's, if they attend to the national 
buſineſs in the morning ; they may ruin them- 
{elves at play, if they faithfully adminiſter the 
laws; they may be mean and parſimonious, if 
they do not defraud the public, and ſeize on 
penſions and finecures beyond all bounds of de- 
\ cency or juſtice; or they may betray and ca- 
[| lumniate private friends, af they do not re- 
| nounce and vilify public principles. I will not, 
| therefore, allude to your Grace's private cha- 
| 1 
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racter: I will even allow you all the credit your 
friends are diſpoſed to claim on that account. 
But as your public conduct concerns every man, 
it is a proper ſubject for public diſcuſſion; nor 
ſhall any attempt to palliate your political apoſ- 
tacy, by holding up your domeſtic life, ſucceed 
with me: they are too diſtinct, irrelative things; 
and while I am ſilent on the one, nothing ſhall 
deter me from fully and freely examining the 
other! 

The documents I have publiſhed of your 
Grace's proceedings in 1780, I will leave with- 
out further comment. They require no reaſon- 
ing to prove you was then an advocate, not only 
for Parliamentary Reform, but for a Convention 
and Correſponding Societies. To expoſe the fu- 
tility of the revived argument on which your 
original ſeceſſion from Reform was juſtified, is of 
more importance, becauſe, I know, much in- 
genuity was exerted to withdraw you from that 
meaſure with an apparent conſiſtency and plau- 
ſibility ; and although ingenuity was not wholly 
exerted in vain, yet I haye ever confidered your 
vindication as fallacious, and I am not without 
hopes of ſtill convincing the Public that it 
was ſo. „ | 

It has been ſaid you never ſupported Parlia- 
mentary Reform :—that though you acted with 
men who approved that meaſure, your oaly ob- 
je& was to reduce the influence of the Crown, 
and to reform the expenditure of the public mo- 

ney. 
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ney.— Setting aſide the proofs I have produced in 
contradiction to this, let us examine the truth of | 
the reaſoning, even on the ſtatement of your 


friends. You would reform the expenditure of 
the public money and reduce the influence of the 
Crown, and yet you would not reform the con- 
ſtruction of the Houſe of Commons!—My Lord, 
this is fo obviouſly abſurd, that I am really 
aſhamed to explain what 1 think the meaneſt 
capacity muſt detect at the firſt view. Is not the 
dangerous influence of the Crown chiefly exerted 
m the Houſe of Commons ? Does not the Houſe 
of Commons grant every ſhilling of the public 
money? would not the moſt certain mode of 
diminiſhing the undue influence of the Crown 
be to transfer to the People, from ſuch places or 
perſons as are at its devotion, a proper ſhare of 
the controul over the Houſe of Commons ? 
Would not the beſt ſecurity againſt the impro- 
per expenditure of public. money be to give the 
perſons who muſt pay it a greater power of re- 
fuſing? The cry in 1780 was, that by giving 
places, penſions, contracts, &c. to Members of 
the Houſe of Commons, Government had cor- 
rupted and brought Parliament to ſanction what 
ever meaſure it brought forward. But what was 
the fundamental cauſe of this corruption and 
purchaſe ? Not ſo much, that the Goyernment 
had the means of corrupting; not fo much that 
the Members were venal, as that the People 
reither had the opportunity nor' the power of 

diſ- 
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diſcarding thoſe who betrayed them. Had elec- 
tions been annual, and had the body of the Peo- 
ple (1 do not mean the People univerſally), poſ- 
ſeſſed the power of electing, the reign of trea- 
chery muſt have. been but ſhort. The inde- 
pendent part of the nation would have returned 
a new and honeſt Parliament, more ſpeedily, 
peaceably, and conſtitutionally, than they could 
expreſs their will through Aſſociations; and thus 
the improper influence of the Crown would have 
been guarded againſt, and the public money 
Protected. To reduce the influence of the 
Crown, and to fave the public money by abo- 
liſhing a few finecure places and penſions, is only 
to compel the poiſon to take a more ſecret and : 
dangerous courſe, When the diſorder pervades J. A AA * 
the ſyſtem, the application of the knife to tu- Dea 
mours and excreſcences will not reſtore health. e o/ 7 
The antidote muſt ſearch every vein, the regi- Fen 45 — 
men mult be altered, and the ſyſtem itſelf muſt # CL on . | 
be purified. The uſe of the pump may float the] Z= > ” 2 
veſſel for a time, but it never will be ſafe till you \a e K 
ſtop the leak. An author, once eſteemed by A þ ba 7 
your Grace, concurs with me in opinion re- 
ſpecting the real ſource of the undue influence 
of the Crown. Junius, in the Dedication to 
his Letters, fays—* You cannot but conclude 
without the poſſibility of a doubt, hat long Par- 
* laments are the foundetion of the undue influence of 
* the Grown. This influence anſwers every purpoſe 
« at atbitrary power to the Crown with an ex- 
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* pence and oppreſſion to the People, which 
* would be unneceſſary in an arbitrary Govern- 
6 ment. The beſt of our Miniſters find it the 
* eaſieſt and moſt compendious mode of con- 
* ducting the King's affairs; and all Miniſters 
* have a general intereſt in adhering to a ſyſtem, 
** which, of itſelf, is ſufficient to ſupport them in 
office, without any aſſiſtance from perſonal 
< virtue, popularity, labour, abilities, or expe- 
« rence. It promiſes every gratification to ava- 
rice and ambition, and ſecures impunity.— 
< 'Theſe are truths unqueſtionable.—If they 
* make no impreſſion, it is becauſe they are too 
% yulgar and notorious.” | 
But, my Lord, convinced of the ſelfiſhneſs 
of your political purſuits, I can as eaſily trace 
the motives for your conduct, as I can detect the 
fallacy upon which it has been juſtified. Had 
Parliament been reformed, the power of indivi- 
duals to appoint Members muſt have been 
abridged, if not annihilated. All hopes of ſeiz- 
ing the Government, by a combination of Bo- 
rough-mongers, muſt then have vaniſhed for 
ever. Every Adminiſtration muſt have depend- 
ed, for its ſecurity, on the eſteem of the People; 
and conſcious that theirWelfare was not your {ole 
object, you was unwilling to hold by a popular 
tenure, becauſe you knew it would be ſoon for- 
feited. Could you have reformed the Boroughs, 
then in the intereſt of Government, excluſively, 
J believe you would have ſurpaſſed the Duke of 
e Richmond 
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Richmond in the wildneſs of your reforming 
ſchemes. But as the Boroughs in the intereſt of 
the Oppoſition muſt alſo have been reformed, 
you declined attacking ;the power of the Crown, 
when you found that in ſo doing, your own 
power muſt alſo be overthrown. A tolerable ſub- 
terfuge, however, preſented itſelf. By aboliſh- 
ing uſeleſs Places and Penſions, you reduced for 
the moment the royal influence, and pretended 
to keep your promiſes in favour of Reformation. 
You was exceſhvely eager to reduce the influ- 
ence of the Crown, when, in doing ſo, you did not 
reduce your own. Although in common with 
the Miniſters, your chief ſtrength was derived 
from the wretched tate of the Repreſentation, 
yet you derived no ſtrength from the abundance 
of Places and Penſions. On the contrary, they 
were excluſively in the hands of Government, 
and were employed as weapons - againſt you; 
therefore you and your fellow apoſtates aſſaulted 
them with a degree of virulence and low ſcurri- 
lity, unequalled in the feuds and invectives of 
Billingſgate or St. Giles's. The conduct of your 
preſent friends on that occaſion remains an ever 
_ memorable teſtimony of the rancour and ridicule 
with which they ſought to inſult and degrade 
Royalty. Not all the ingenuity of Paine, nor 
the mad Declaimers in the French Convention, 
have been able to traduce the characters of 


Kings with ſuch poignant geren or ſuch wan- 
ton ferocity, 


12 Altheough 
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Although I ſhall not trouble the public with 
a further detail of your proceedings in favour of 
Parliamentary Reform in Cumberland, and other 
counties, in 1780, yet there is one fact which 1 
cannot paſs over. You affect to follow the ſteps 
of the Marquis of Rockingham, and you aſſert 
that he never was friendly to Parliamentary Re- 
form. The Marquis of Rockingham was friendly 
to Parliamentary Reform, and fufficient proofs 
of the fact are {till in exiſtence. Will you deny, 
my Lord, that about the year 1781, the three 
leaders of three different parties—the Duke of 
Richmond, at the head of the moſt violent Re- 
formers ; the Marquis of Rockingham, at the 
head of the Whigs and moſt moderate Reform- 
ers ; and the Earl of Shelburne, at the head of a 
party, whoſe views lay in a middle courſe be- 
tween both; figned an agreement, in which they 
bound themſelves, and were underſtood to an- 
ſwer for the concurrence of heir friends, to en- 
deavour to add one hundred Knights to repre- 
ſent the Counties, and to ſhorten the duration 
of Parliaments? My Lord, you dare not deny 
this fact; for, although the paper was never 
publiſhed, yet copies of it, which can be pro- 
duced and authenticated by living witneſſes, are 
ſtill in exiſtence. Mr. Wyvill, in the Introduc- 
tion to his Political Papers, lately publiſhed, 
alſo corroborates this truth, and his veracity is 
as unqueſtionable as that of your Grace. He 
ſays, that he received a letter from the Marquis 
| of 
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of Rockingham, in which that nobleman expreſ- 
ſed a hope that he would be able to bring his 
party to concur in an attempt for ſhortening the 
duration of Parliaments to three years. 

Having now, my Lord, eſtabliſhed your DE- 
RELICTION of the cauſe of Parliamentary Re- 
form; having expoſed the fallacy and folly of the 
plea on which you withdrew your countenance 
from that meaſure, and having ſhewn that you 


have deſerted the principles and views of the late 
virtuous Leader of the Whig Party, whoſe ſucceſ- 


ſor you have pretended to be, I will leave you to 
all the conſolation which convicted apoſtacy can 


poſhbly find in a St or Gartzr. However the 


public may condemn your conduct, your new 
connexions, at teaft, cannot reproach you. De- 
fertion of Principle 1s common among them, and 
you may now have the honour of being handed 
down to poſterity as the colleague and imitator 
of a Pitt and a Richmond. 
HAM DEN. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 
10 THE DUKE OF PORTLAND. 


Bry LORD, Es OCT. 11, 1794. 


; | 1 the irrefutable 
proofs duced by me, of your former ſup- 
port of Parliamentary Reform, have ſhamed 
even your new Partizans from denying the fact, 
or whether they artfully acknowledge it, in order 
to inyolve you with Mr. Pitt and the Duke of 
Richmond, that you may ſhare with them the 
odium of Apoſtacy, I know not. The truth of 
my charge, however, is now admitted on all ſides. 
But though I have convinced the impartial part of 
the Public, I am not ſo vain and inexperienced 
as to ſuppoſe, I have forced your newſpaper 
Advocates to any conceſſion. Their daily miſre- 
preſentation and falſehood, in other matters, 
maintained in contradiction to the beſt authori- 
ty, aſſure me, their pens are not guided by con- 
viction, and countenance a ſuſpicion, that they 
avow you have deſerted your principles with no 
other view than to level your character for pub- 


sc integrity as low as that of their old Patrons. 


Let the motives for acknowledging your Apoſta- 
cy, however, be what they will ;—whether they 
ariſe from conviction or from trick, your Dere- 

lictiou 
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liction of the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform is uni- 
verſally admitted; and therefore I diſmiſs the ſub- 
ject. Re 
But, my Lord, though I relieve you from the 
reproach your apoſtacy deſerves, there is ano- 
ther part of your conduct, never yet diſowned, 
which calls for your moſt ſolemn conſideration, 
particularly at this period. For the fake of the 
argument, I will admit, that you never encou- 
raged Parliamentary Reform in the ſlighteſt 
manner; and I will acknowledge your objects 
in 1780. to have been juſt what you pleaſe to 
deſcribe them. Taking therefore the only ob- 
Jets of your activity in the Popular Aſſociations 
at that time to have been, Peace, the Reform 
of the Public Expenditure, or the Reduction 
of the Influence of the Crown; yet ſtill, my 
Lord, the means you employed reſembled thoſe Dre A: 


of the preſent day, and it is the means and not | ＋ . 
Ne from 1 


the object, which are ſaid to be illegal; for 
though modern apoſtates have not yet had the LE a 
effrontery to criminate the object of Parliamen- |\p, , 74 
tary Reform, they endeavour its defeat by re- 7 . 
preſenting as unlawful, the means neceſſary to 2 
procure it. Thus they ſeem to ſay, Eating — 
* is not unconſtitutional, but if you uſe your 


D429 
<< teeth you ſhall be tranſported ; drinking is j * 


<< not againſt the law, but if you open your 
„ mouth you ſhall be hanged.” You, my | 
Lord, was a Member of ſeveral Correſponding For Free, ? 
Societies, and even ſigned your name as Chau- 

man 
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man to one vou countenanced a National AC: 
ſociation of Deputies, which was nothing elſe 
than a National Convention with another name, 
and even Mr. Windham, Mr, Thomas Gren- 
ville, and Earl Spencer, were Delegates, and 
acted as Members in it and you co-operated 
with men, then, and {till your friends, who loudly 
declared to the Public, that no good could be 
hoped from the Legiſlature, and that if the 
Nation was to be ſaved, the people themſelves 
- muſt be ſpiritedly active; it was from the exer- 
tions of the People alone, and not from the 
Parliament, that our political ſalvation was to 
be expected. In this reſpect, my Lord, 1 think 
the perſons about to be tried for High Treaſon 
only adopted the ſame means for obtaining a 
legal object which originally were uſed by your 
Grace. They endeavoured to create ſuch a ge- 
neral expreſſion of the public will as ſhould 
make it imprudent for Parliament to refuſe juſ- 
tice, and they found a happy precedent for their 
conduct in the proceedings for the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade. In all caſes, where an extraor- 
dinary quantity of petitions come to the Houſe 
of Commons, numerouſly ſigned, and induce 
that body to alter its opinion, the Houſe is over- 
awed. When the almoſt univerſal doctrine of 
the Members is, that they are not to obey the 
call of their Conſtituents, or of the People, but 
are to act as they themſelves think beſt; and 
when we find that they have invariably ſup- 
ported 
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ported 4 meaſure till a powerful expreſſion of the 
People has condemned it, to what elle than awe 
can we attribute their change of ſentiments ? 
The Members have ſhewn, by their repeated 
votes, that they differ from the people; they aſ- 
ſett, that the will of the people is not to bias theit 
judgment; and yet when there is a ſtrong expteſ- 
ſion of that will, they truckle and obey it! What 
is to be infetred from this? Either that the doc- 
trine laid down by the Members is falſe, or that 
many ſalutary acts have only been procured by 
ovetawing them. I believe the latter to be the 


truth, though it may be politic t to conceal it foe 


And here, recollecting the example and declara- 
tions of your Grace, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Windham, 
the Duke of Richmond, Earls Spencer, Fitz- 
william, &c. I muſt expreſs my aſtoniſhment 


DAL 


72 


or Met. 7 
At 7 


at that part of the charge of the Prefident cf the// A 
Special Commiſſion to the Grand Jury, which 3 . 


repreſented the inſtigating of the people to over- 
awe Parliament as Treaſon. But, my Lord, 


a 


this is a delicate ſubject, and though I think it ales 4 K. 


improper to probe it farther, I ſolemnly call on 
you to deliberate, without paihon or prejudice, on 
the momentous proceedings now going forward. 
Review with circumſpection the unimpeached 
tranſactions of former times. Examine if thoſe 
men, for whom you profeſs the higheſt eſteem, 
have not done that which has now created your 
utter averſion from others. Reconſider the in- 
dictments for Sedition in Scotland, and try if 
2 GG the 
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the ſame charges, even in an aggravated degree, 
might not be brought againſt ſome boſom friend : 
remember too that the Scottiſh law has been de- 
clared to reſemble the laws of Civiſm in F rance, 
and that, as it attaches on all the actions of a 
man's life, a bill of indictment may yet be pre- 
ferred againſt ſome furious Alarmiſt. Let us be- 
ware how we eſtabliſh precedents that may here- 
after be employed to our own ruin. Compare 
the preſent accuſations of Treaſon with what has 
been done by thoſe perſons deareſt to you, and 
expunge all which are juſtified by ſuch example. 
Vanity, my Lord, I know to be your principal 
KA paſſion, and therefore to your vanity 1 appeal. 
Hog e, As your heart pants for popularity and greatneſs, 
AA warn you of the diſgrace and reprobation which 
5 Ee peediy may overtake injuſtice. It is not alone 
A a4 A that poſterity will view your conduct with an 
impartial eye. The People, though often wrong, 
47 GA are always honeſt, and their indignation may be 
aber ſudden and dreadful. I hope, my Lord, there 
was no ſiniſter deſign in aſſigning to you the of- 
Por ah. ice of being peculiarly reſponſible for the exe- 
EI »_ cution of the Law, at this awful period; and if 
"Sq = the painful duty of ſigning the Death-warrants 


* 75 of the preſent State Priſoners ſhould fall to your 


* 8 
t 
| 


| 


lot, J truſt you will be able to diſcharge it with 
— . a pure conſcience, not leſs confident of receiv- 
ing the applauſe of your fellow Placemen, than 
of deſe hits the approbation of your God. 


5 
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MY LORD, | | ocr. 28, 1794. 


Remino: NG you of principles, or 
cenſuring your apoſtacy, will not, I fear, produce 
remorſe, or recal you to your duty. When you 
reſolved to abandon the Whig Standard you pre- 
pared for reproach; and determined to attribute 
to faction or diſappointment every truth which 
might be told of your political profligacy. By 


accounting, in this manner, for the juſt animad- 


verſions of indignant honeſty, you hoped to 
juſtify your deſertion to your Partizans and to 
the Public; but though the hungry unprincipled 
dependents who ſurround you, may applaud 
whatever promiſes them emolument, the People 


of England are not your unanimous admirers. 
The opinion of the multitude, indeed, you may 


hold in contempt ; yet, if you do not bluſh for 
your conduct, you will tremble for your power: 


If you have little ſhame, your ambition is bound- 


leſs, and though you may diſregard the obloquy 
incurred by a mean, ſelfiſh, coalition, I know 


G 2 you 
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Do you ſuppoſe they have forgot and forgiven 
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you will be intereſted about places and penfions, 


for your luſt of patronage is keen beyond ex- 
ample, To have been the Jack Robinſon, or 
the George Roſe, of a party, would have agreed 
with your feelings better than the ſtation of a no- 
minal leader. Nature will ſometimes appear in 
defiance of the ſtings of pride and the admoni- 
tions of prudence, and under the maſk of ex- 
* alted Palriotiſm“ we frequently find a Chptain 
Driver exclaiming, Give me the money, and 
„ the world may talk and be d—d.” 

Declining to comment further on your apo- 
ſtacy, I now deſire you to confider the inſecurity 


of your ſituation and the hollowneſs of your in- 


fluence.——Theſe ſubjects will awaken every ſenſe, 
and ] know they have given you much uneaſineſs 
of late. A ſea of difficulties has already obſtruc- 
ted the emigration of your choſen children to the 
promiſed land, and Moſes's Rod cannot be diſ- 


covered. The government of Ireland is with- 
held, the partition of the Britiſh dominions be- 


tween Pitt and Portland is refuſed, the cauſe is 
ſent into Chancery, and it is believed your title 
to the Sovereignty of the Siſter ne will be 
ag 6: Fg, a Bull ! 

The weakneſs of your head was never more 
matik betrayed than when you ſeriouſly enter- 
tained hopes that Mr. Pitt and the Court Junto 
would unite with you in bonds of laſting amity. 


your 
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your declaration in the Houſe of Lords, in De- 
cember 1792, © That you bore them no perſonal 
t attachment, that they had forfeited all title to 
the confidence of the Nation, and that to their 
“ miſconduct all our misfortunes were owing ?” 
After ſuch a ſpeech, with what grace can you 
aſk, with what reaſon can you expect, or with 
what honour can you accept, their friendſhip and 
co-operation? It is not only that you traduced 
and execrated them during the many years of your 
patriotic life, but even in the very firſt moments 
of your canverſion to Toryiſm you point them 
out as fit objects for Public vengeance ! And this 
not in an inconſiderate manner, but in a Mani- 
feſto agreed upon at Portland Houſe, and re- 
peated to the Commons by your Son and Mr. 
Windham. Recollecting theſe circumſtances, it 
| would be folly to imagine that a cordial or per- 
manent union can exiſt between you. Mr. Pitt's 
ſentiments on the coalition, in 1783, further con- 
vince me of the infincerity of your junction. On 
that ſubje&, he ſaid, © Some people could re- 
concile it to their minds to part with their old 
« principles, and adopt new ideas; however ſuch 
« ſentiments might agree with tried conſtitu- 
tions, and long practical habits, he was yet too 
young to change his opinion, and conform his 
ideas to the tide of intereſt, or the prevalence 
* of party. He had formed one opinion, one 
great principle by which his conduct was to 

| | de be 
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be regulated; and it had in his heart taken ſuch 
deep root that he could not eraſe it. Gentle- 
« men talked of forgiving animoſities and alter- 
ing their political opinions with as much eaſe 
as they could change their gloves ; that what 
they reprobated to-day, they were juſtified in 
* applauding to-morrow; and thoſe whom they 
«© hated, diſtreſſed and hooted at in the morn- 
ing, it was - honourable, patriofic and con- 
* feientious, they ſhould take to their boſom in 
«© the evening. This was a maxim, as yet, a 
« ſtranger to his heart. He could not coaleſce 
« with thoſe whoſe principles he knew to be 
* diametrically oppoſite to his; becaule if they 
© changed to his opinion, he could not depend upon 
* them, and if he changed to theirs, he muſt be 
« conſcious he acted againſt his honeſt judge- 
« ment. Parties formed on ſuch a baſis, could 
* never long continue. There might be a ſeeming i 
<« coalition of ſentiment with a coalition of in- 
& tereſt; but men, who had come to years 
« of diſcretion, and who well knew how ſuch 
« political marriages were made, would pay very 
< little reſpect to the oath by which they were 
bound. whenever they found it their intereſt 
<« to depart from it. res Debreit's Debates, 

vol. 9, p. 536. 3 33 
If you read and conſider theſe 8 of 
Mr. Pitt, with coolneſs and impartiality, you 
will find no reaſon. t to rely on his ſupport, or to 
hope 
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hope for a long continuance in office, However 
accommodating your diſpoſition may now be; 
however pliant and ſervile in your heart, the 
Revolutioniſts of 1784 view you, miſtakenly 
perhaps, as an honeſt man, and therefore a trou- 
bleſome Counſellor ;—as a powerful Nobleman, 
and therefore a dangerous Colleague. They re- 
gard you as one who never can ſincerely unite 
with them; as one, who may again deſert when- 
ever they totter in their places. They have ſe- 
duced you to join them only that they may rob 
you of your followers.. With your jingle of 
«© Diſorder, Anarchy, and Confuſion,” you are 
at preſent the Belwether of the flock of Alarm- 
iſts; but though you have eaſily led your fellow 
ſheep into comfortable miniſterial pens, you 
will not find it ſo eaſy to lead them out again. 
If you attempt an alarm and retreat, you wall 
find them dull and inſenſible; and that, though 
Meſſrs. Pitt, Dundas, and Hawkeſbury, dreaded 
you at the head of your troops, they will favour 
your deſertion, and gladly encounter your hoſti- 
lity, when once they have ſecured ue pony 
men in their ſervice. ) 

Theſe Letters, my Lord, Av :,ileaſed, 115 
in their opinion, have ſerved the old Court J unto 
of this country. That Junto ſecretly rejoices in 
whatever tends to deſtroy the influence of the 
zealous friends to the free Conſtitution of Eng- 
land, and they are weak enough to ſuppoſe you 
ä = | one 
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one of them. But, believe me, my Lord, it is 
neither from a with to gratify their malignity, 
not to degrade you lower than you have degrad- 


re . 


ed ed yourſelf, tl that they have been written. It is 
<a perſuaſion that the exiſtence of our liberties 
depends on the integrity and wiſdom of our 
Stateſmen, which has induced me to point out 
the miſchief of your conduct, and the danger of 
_ truſting you. I have lately, however, ſoftened 
what juſtice dictated as my duty, becauſe I find 
>the moſt inveterate enemies of freedom, though 
HAS they grin complacency to your Grace, and com- 
| 2 2 pliment your apoſtacy, are in their hearts your 
3 . Arg þmplacabe foes, and in hidden corners read theſe 
Letters with delight, and ſneer and ſmile at the 
4M A ſuppoſed pangs of your tortured breaft. To 
SO . diſappoint them, rather than to ſpare you, my 
Per > Lord, I will be merciful—fatisfied with the cer- 
tainty, that however baſe may have been your 
notives for abandoning the Cauſe of the People, 
and however hardened you may be againft re- 
2 . proof, a ſevere and humiliating puniſhment 
nnn -awaits'/you, in the unpitied Privation of Office, 
I © and the loſs of that domination and corrupt pa- 
5 ether, ;tronage which have alone eats the — ob- 
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. CARD, 


FROM THE MORNING CHRONICLE, OF DECEM> 


BER 16, 1794. 


HAMPDEN having accidentally ſeen, in tbe low 
Treaſury Newſpaper laſt week, a Letter ſigned 


TRENCHARD, which, from its want of ſcurrility, 


cannot be the produttion of the daily Libellers in that 
publication, and is therefore entitled to ſome notice, 
thinks it neceſſary to ſay, that ſufficient anſwers to all 
TrENCHARD'S arguments are to be found in Hame- 
DEN'sS Letters; and that he did not © relinquiſh the 
conteſt ** till be had vanquiſhed the Champions of the 
Duke of PorTLAND ; for even the True Briton, 
and even TRENCHARD himſelf admits, that his 
Grace was an advocate for Parliamentary Reform. 
This fact, and the Duke's violent conduct in 1780, 
not only in ſupport of that meaſure, but in ſupport of 
all thoſe meaſures and thoſe principles which he now 
condemns, having been denied by his friends, who 
were anxious to prove him confifent; HAMPDEN 
thought it a public duty to expoſe his Grace's apoſtacy, 
and the ſelfiſh principles on which, it now appears, he 
bas always acted. In this, HAM DEN thinks he has 
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completely ſucceeded : He ſiniſbed the taſk he under- 

took, and then he ceaſed his labours. Like Acres in Y 
the Play, TRENCHARD's valour forſoo him whey | 
the enemy was in the field; but ſix weeks after H ame- 
DEN has retired victorious, he then bravely fleps forth, 

becauſe he knows he will meet no opponent, HAup- 

DEN ig now republiſhiug his letters, together with 

ſome further Commenst, in a pamphlet, which ought 

to convince TRENCHARD, that inſtead of having 

„ relinquiſhed the conteſt, becauſe his ſhafts fell harm- 
 tefs,”” he has the vanity to think his efforts have been 

crowned with ſucceſs, 


THE END / 


&*8 Tuxxx other Letters of HamyDr vs, relative to Corſica - the Convention 

in Ireland—and Sir Watkin Lewes having been a warm Advocate for 
Univerſal Suffrage, are omitted, becauſe they are unconnected with the 1 
Duke of Portland's Apoſtacy. 1 | 


